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A 


DISCOURSE. 


— rXX'-!|»,iO)o©o.^x:x: — ; 
Psalm     xxxix.     9. 

/  was  dumb,  I  opened  not  my  mouth;    becaiffe 
thoip  didjl  it. 


E  have  reafpn  to  believe,  that 
David  compofed  this  pfalm,  under  the  imprefTion 
of  fome  ftriking  inflance  of  mortality.  He  pours 
out  his  heart  before  God  in  this  plaintive  lan- 
guage. '^  I  was  dumb  with  filence,  1  held  my 
peace,  even  from  good ;  and  my  forrow  was  ftir- 
red.  My  heart  was  hot  within  me,  while  I  was 
mufing  the  fire  burned :  then  fpake  I  with  my 
tongue,  Lord,  make  me  to  know  mine  end,  and 
the  meafure  of  my  days,  what  it  is ;  that  I  may 
know  how  frail  I  am."'  In  this  ftrain  he  proceeds, 
until  he  fays  in  the  text,  "I  was  dumb,  I  opened 
not  my  mouth  y  hecaiifc  thoit,  didJl  it.'^  This  laft  ex- 
preffion  more  naturally  applies  to  fome  bereave- 
mentj  than  to  any  other  affliftion  ;  and  more  prop- 
erly 


crly  defcribes  the  feelings  of  a  piotis  mourners 
than  thofe  of  any  other  perfon.  It  feems,  the 
Pfalmift  had  lately  fuffered  the  lofs  of  fome  near 
relative,  or  very  dear  and  intimate  friend.  This 
affliftion,  at  firft  threw  his  mind  into  a  painful  con- 
fli£l:;  but,  while  he  was  muling  in  folitude,  he  had 
a  clear  and  realizing  fenfe,  that  his  bereavement 
came  from  God,  which  bowed  his  heart  in  hum- 
ble fubmiffion  to  the  divine  will.  The  fpirit  and 
language  of  the  text,  therefore,  invite  our  atten- 
tion to  this  plain  truth  : 

That  a  confideration  of  bereavements  coming 
from  Godj  is  the  proper  ground  of  true  fubmif- 
lion. 

To  illuftrate  this  fentimentj  it  is  npceffary  to 
fhow, 

I.    that  bereavements  come  from  God:  andg 
.II.  That  this  confideration  is  the  proper  ground 
of  true  fubmiJSion. 

I,  Let  us  confider,  that  bereavements  come 
from  God. 

Death,  like  every  other  event,  is  entirely  un^ 
der  the  dominion  of  God,  who  is  deeply  concern- 
ed in  every  inftance  of  mortality.  This  good 
men  have  always  been  ready  to  acknowledge.  Da- 
vid fays,  "I  was  dumb,  I  opened  .not  my  mouth; 
lecauje  thou  didji  it:'  Job  expreffes  tlie  fame  fen- 
limentj  with  equal  plainnefs  and  fincerity.     "  The 

Lord- 


jLord  gavcj  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away."    This 
leads  me  to  obferve, 

1.  That  the  agency  of  God  is  concerned  in  ev- 
ery inftance  of  bereavement.  As  it  belongs  to 
God  to  give,  and  to  preferve  life,  fo  it  equally  be- 
longs to  him  to  take  it  away.  He  conftantly  car- 
ries the  life  and  death  of  every  individual  in  his 
fovereign  hand.  Though  men  are  furrounded 
with  a  multiplicity  of  natural  caufes,  which  have 
a  tendency  to  dejiroy  life;  yet  thefe  cannot  dejiroy 
it,  without  the  agency  of  God.  For,  he  can  preferve 
the  life  of  whom  he  pleafes,  in  the  midft  of  the 
peftilence  that  walketh  in  darknefs,  and  the  def- 
truftion  that  wafteth  at  noon  day.  And  though 
men  are  furrounded  with  a  multiplicity  of  natural 
caufes,  which  have  a  tendency  to  preferve  life; 
yet  thefe  cannot  preferve  it,  without  the  agency  of 
God.  For,  behold,  he  taketh  away,  and  who  can 
hinder  him  ?  Whether  death  comes  by  difeafe, 
or  by  accident,  or  by  old  age,  it  always  comes 
through  the  agency  of  Him,  in  whofe  hand  our 
breath  is.  Hence  every  one  who  is  bereaved  of 
a  friend  or  relative,  has  reafon  to  believe  and  fay. 
The  Lord  hath  done  it, 

2.  Every  bereavement  comes  from  the  counfel, 
^s  well  as  from  the  hand,  of  God.     He  worketh 
all  things  after  the  counfel  of  his  own  will.     He 
determined  all  his  own  conduct  before  the  founda- 
tion 


tion  of  the  world.  He  does  nothing  in  time,  but 
what  he  had,  from  eternity,  abfolutely  refolved  to 
do.  His  agency,  in  every  inftance,  flows  from 
his  original  and  immutable  purpofe.  It  is  evident^ 
therefore,  that  every  bereavement,  with  all  its 
circumftances,  come?  exadly  according  to  a  dir 
vine  appointment.     In  particuUr, 

The  time  of  a  bereavement  is  appointed.  There 
is  an  appointed  time  to  every  man  upon  earth. 
God  has  determined  the  number  of  his  months 
and  of  his  days,  and  fixed  the  bounds  of  his  life 
that  he  cannot  pafs.  In  appointing  the  day  of 
death,  Gpd  had  refpe6l  not  only  to  thofe  who  ar? 
taken  away,  but  alfo  to  thofe  who  are  left  to  be- 
moan their  lofs.  As  there  is  a  good  and  an  evil 
time  to  die ;  fo  there  is  a  good  and  an  evil  time  to 
be  bereaved.  It  is  good  for  the  righteous  to  be  ta- 
ken away  from  the  evil  to  come  ;  and  it  is  evil 
to  the  wicked  to  be  taken  away  in  their  wicked* 
nefs.  It  is  good  to  be  bereaved,  when  the  body 
and  mind  are  able  to  endure  affli6lion  ;  and  it  i<s 
evil  to  be  bereaved,  when  the  body  and  mind  are 
enfeebled,  by  age  or  ficknefs.  This  was  fore- 
known to  God,  and  accordingly  he  appointed  the 
particular  time  of  every  bereavement,  with  a  par- 
ticular defign,  either  to  dirainifh,  or  to,  increafti, 
the  burden  of  the  affli6led. 

The  connexion  as  well  as  time  of  bereavements 

is 


is  appointed.  This  is  an  interefting  circumftance 
to  the  bereaved.  When  bereavements  come  fin- 
gly,  and  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  each  oth- 
er, they  are  much  more  eafily  borne  ;  but,  wheii 
they  come  in  a  train  and  thick  fucceffion,  like  the 
^aves  of  the  fea,  billow  after  billow,  they  fink  the 
mourner  in  the  depths  of  forrow.  It  was  this  painful 
conneBion,  which  gave  tenfold  weight  to  the  afflic- 
tions of  Job.  In  one  day,  lofs  came  upon  lofs,  and 
bereavement  upon  bereavement,  until  he  was  left 
entirely  defolate  and  forlorn.  All  bereavements 
come  in  juft  fuch  a  connexion,  as  God  appoint- 
ed, in  order  to  make  the  bereaved  more  or  lefs 
fenfible  of  the  weight  of  his  correfling  hand. 

It  is  further  to  be  obferved,  that  the  nature,  as 
well  as  the  time  and  conne^ionj  of  bereavements^ 
is  appointed.  There  is  a  great  and  fenfible  differ- 
ence in  the  nature  of  bereavements.  One  is 
much  more  fevere  than  another.  Mankind  are 
bound  together,  by  a  thoufand  different  ties.  Some 
are  more,  and  fome  are  lefs  intimately  conne6l- 
ed. .  But  the  more  nearly  and  tenderly  any  per- 
fons  are  united,  by  the  ties  of  nature,  or  friend- 
ihip,  the  more  diftreffing  is  a  final  feparation  by 
death.  Hence  it  is  more  grievous  to  lofe  a  huf- 
band  or  a  wife,  than  to  lofe  a  fon  or  a  daughter; 
and  to  lofe  an  intimate  friend,  than  a  remote  re- 
lation.    To  fome  perfons  God  has  appointed  only 

a  few 


a  few  and  light  affliftions.  And  of  courfe,  he 
never  calls  them  to  bury  any  near  relatives,  nor 
dear  and  intimate  friends.  But  to  others  he  has 
appointed  many  and  fevere  bereavements.  And 
accordingly  he  diSblves  one  tender  tie  after 
another,  until  be  has  made  them  bleed  in  every 
vein;  He  never  flrikes  lighter,  nor  heavier^  than 
he  meant  to  ftrike.  His  hand  is  always  guided  by 
his  counfel.  When  he  fends  bereavements,  he 
invariably  fends  them  in  weight  and  in  meafure, 
according  to  his  fovereign  and  eternal  appoint- 
ment.     Befidesj 

3.  Bereavements  come  not  only  from  the  handi 
and  cmmfel,  but  even  from  the  heart,  of  God.  He 
does  nothing  but  what  he  defigns,  and  he  defigns 
nothing  but  what  is  agreeable  to  his  heart.  His 
perfeB  benevolence  approves  of  every  bereave- 
ment, with  which  he  vifits  either  his  friends,  or 
his  enemies.  Though  he  loves  his  friends  with 
a  ftrong  and  peculiar  afFe£lion ;  yet  this  very  af- 
fection often  leads  him  to  wound  their  hearts,  by 
calling  them  to  part  with  their  deareft  connexions. 
Though  he  felt  a  tender  regard  for  Abraham  his 
friend,  yet  he  called  him  to  facrifice  his  beloved 
fon  Ifaac.  Though  Job  was  his  peculiar  favorite, 
yet  no  man  was  ever  vilited  with  more  fevere  and 
diftreffing  bereavements.     The  executive  officer 

frequently 


Trequently  infli6is  a  punifhment,  which  his  heart 
abhors.  The  parent  often  grieves  the  heart  of  a 
child,  without  the  leaft  apprehenfion  of  doing  it. 
And  mankind  are  coniinually  giving  one  another 
pain  and  diftrefs,  of  which  they  are  totally  igho- 
rant.  But  God  always  knows  how  the  bereaved 
will  feel  under  his  bereaving  hand,  and  his  heart 
kiways  approves  of  every  bereaVement,  in  all  its 
peculiar  and  painful  circtimftances.  Hence  be- 
reavements, in  all  refpefts,  come  from  God.  For, 
they  come  through  his  agency,  according  to  his 
appointment,  and  agreeably  to  his  heart.  I  pro- 
ceed   to   fllOWj 

II.  That  this  confidelration  is  the  proper  ground 
of  true  fiibmiffion. 

David  knew  no  other  juft  ground  of  fubmiflion, 
in  the  inftance  to  which  he  refers  in  the  text.  "I 
Was  dumb,  I  opened  not  my  mouth ;  hecaufe  thou 
didjl  it"  At  another  time,  when  he  expeO:- 
ed  to  be  deprived  of  his  friends,  of  his  throne, 
and  of  every  earthly  enjoyment,  he  felt  and  ex- 
preffed  the  fame  fubmiflion,  in  the  view  of  the  ab- 
folute  and  incomprehenfible  fovereignty  of  God. 
"  Behold,  here  am  Ij  let  him  do  to  me  as  feemeth 
good  unto  him."  When  Samuel  told  Eli,  that 
God  was  about  to  vifit  him  with  lingular  and  fe- 
vere  bereavements,  he  faid,  "It  is  the  Lord  ^ 
let  him  do  what  feemeth  him  good,"  "When  the 
JB  prophet 


prophet  informed  Hezekiah  of  the  terrible  calam- 
ities, which  God  had  determined  to  bring  uport 
liis  family  and  kingdom,  he  fubmiffively  replied^ 
"  Good  is  the  word  of  the  Lord."  job  faid,  while 
feeling  and  fearing  the  correQing  hand  of  God, 
"  Though  he  flay  me,  yet  will  I  truft  in  him." 
When  the  fervant  of  the  prophet  aflied  the  Shu- 
namite,  who  had  loft  her  darling  fon,  "  Is  it  well 
Vith  thee  ?  Is  it  well  with  thy  hufband  ?  Is  it  well 
with  the  child?  S>he  antwered.  It  is  well"  All 
thefe  inftances  of  true  fubmiffion,  were  entirely 
founded  on  the  confideration,  that  affli61;ions  and 
bereavements  come  from  God.  And  this  confid- 
eration always  affords  a  proper  and  fufficient 
'ground  of  entire  fubmiffion,^  under  the  bereaving, 
ftrokes  of  divine  providence. 

For.  in  the  firfl:  place,  if  bereaV'ements  come 
from  God,  then  they  are  certainly  jvjl.  Though 
they  are  not  joyous,  but  extremely  grievous,  yet 
ihey  never  bring  more  pain  and  anguifh  of  heart 
to  the  bereaved,  than  they  have  really  deferved. 
All  men  have  finned  and  come  fhort  of  the  glory 
of  God,  for  which  they  deferve  to  be  feverely 
chaftifed.  And  one  way  which  God  takes  to 
chaftife  them  for  their  offenceS,  is  to  vifit  them 
with  bereavements.  Thefe  are  fometimes  light, 
and  fometimes  heavy;  but  they  are  never  heavi- 
er, than  the  bereaved  have  merited  from  the  hand 
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pf  their  offended  Sovereign.  Though  divine 
judgments  are  often  involved  in  clouds  and  dark- 
n^fsj  yet  they  are  always  marked  with  juftice. 
This  is  an  important  truth,  which  good  men,  in 
all  ages,  have  been  ready  to  difcoyer  and  acknowl- 
edge. After  God  had  feyerely  corrected  his  pe- 
culiar people,  Ezra  fays,  "Our  God  has  punifli- 
ed  us  lefs  than  our  iniquities  deferved."  David, 
fpeaking  upon  the  fubje6l  of  divine  chaftifement, 
fays,  " The  Lord  will  not  always  chide;  neither 
will  he  keep  his  anger  forever.  He  hath  not  dealt 
with  us  after  our  fins;  nor  rewarded  us  according.. 
to  our  iniquities."  Such  a  fenfe  of  the  juftice  of 
divine  corre6lions,  affords  a.  folid  foundation  for 
lilence  and  fubmilfion. 

Secondly,  if  bereavements  come  from  God,  then 
they  are  wife  as  well  a.sjii/i.  God  never  corre6ls 
his  friends,  nor  his  enemies,  in  this  world,  merely 
to  difplay  his  juftice.  The  prefent  life  is  a  ftate 
of  tria,l,  not  of  retribution.  God  chaftifes  our 
guilty  race,  only  when  his  chaftifements  will  an- 
fwer  fome  wife  and  important  purpofe.  His  un- 
erring wifdom  is  concerned  in  fixing  the  proper 
time,  the  peculiar  nature,  and  the  precife  weight, 
of  every  affliction,.  He  knows  the  ftate  and  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  whole  family  of  mankind,  and 
it  is  only,  "if  need  be,"  that  he  vifits  any  individ- 
ual with  any  pain,  calamity,  or  bereavement. 
i^is  naoft  affli6live  difpenfations,   therefore,  flow 

from 
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from  infinite  wifdom.  And  this  c»nfideratiofs 
forbids  every  murmur  and  Gomplaint,  and  calls. 
for  the  cordial  and  unreferved  fubmiffion  of 
mourners. 

Thirdly,  if  bereavements  come  from  God,  then 
they  are  not  only  wife  and  juft,  but  perfeOIy  izW 
and  hencmkni.  They  flow  from  the  fountain  of 
goodnefs.  There  is  none  good  but  One,  that  is 
God.  His  pure  and  impartial  benevolence  ex- 
tends to  all  his  creatures.  He  uniformly  feeks 
the  higheft  intereft  of  the  univerfp,  in  the  whole 
courfe  of  his  providence.  Though  he  fometimes 
fends  evil,  it  is  only  for  the  fake  of  fprae  greater 
good.  And  thpugh  he  does  not  always  feek  the 
perfonal  benefit  of  the  affliSed  and  bereaved,  yet 
he  always  feeks  a  good  fuperior  to  their  private 
and  perfonal  fufferings.  But  when  he  bereaves 
his  friends,  who  ftand  in  a  peculiar  relation  to  him- 
felf,  then  he  correQs  with  peculiar  and  paternal 
tendernefs.  David  fays,  "  Like  as  a  father  piti- 
eth  his  children,  fp  the  Lord  pitieth  them  that 
fear  hira."  And  the  Apoftle  fays,  "  Whom  the 
Lord  loveth,  he  chafteneth,  and  fcoqrgeth  every 
fon  whom  he  receiveth."  How  confoling  is  this 
reflexion  to  the  bereaved  child  of  God,  who  feels 
the  fpirit  of  adoption,  and  can  cry  Abba,  Father, 
while  fenfibly  feeling  the  fmart  of  his  rod  ?  Like 
the  man  after  God's  own   heart,  h^  muft  fubmit 
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in  filcnce,  becaufe  it  i|  his  heavenly  Father,  who 
correfts.  The  fingle  confideration,  that  God  nev- 
er afflifts  nor  grieves  the  children  of  men,  but  in 
juftice,  wifdom,  and  goodnefs,  affords  a  plain  and 
folid  reafon,  for  the  moft  cheerful  and  unreferv- 
ed  fubmiffion  und.er  the  fevereft  bereavements. 

It  now  remains  to  improve  and  apply  the  fub- 
jeQ,  agreeably  to  the  prefent  mournful  occafion. 

1.  If  a  confideration  of  bereavements  com- 
ing from  God  be  the  proper  ground  of  fubmif- 
fion ;  then  the  afRided  may  be  truly  fubmiflive, 
while  they  have  a  painful  fenfe  of  the  lofs  they 
have  fuftained.  Though  fubmiffion  will  produce 
filence,  yet  it  will  not  produce  infenlibility.  No- 
thing but  what  is  painful  to  the  body  or  diftreffing 
to  the  mind,  can  give  occafion  for  the  exercife 
of  a  truly  fubmiffive  fpirit.  Senfibility  is  fo  far 
from  being  inconfiftent  with  fubmiffion,  that  it  is 
abfolutely  elTential  to  its  exiflence.  No  perfon 
can  txercife  fubmiffion,  while  he  feels  no  evil. 
If  God  did  not  mean  to  give  pain  and  diftrefs  by 
bereavements,  the  bereaved  would  be  under  no 
obligation  to  fubmit.  For,  they  are  not  required 
to  fubmit  to  pain  or  diftrefs  itfelf,  but  to  the  juft, 
and  wife,  and  benevolent  Being,  who  inflifts  it. 
They  may,  therefore,  exercife  entire  fubmiffion  to 
the  will  of  God,  while  they  moft  painfully  feel 
the  weight  of  his  correfting  hand.  Indeed,  a  con- 
fideration 
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fideration  of  bereavements  coming  from  God,  in- 
ftead  of  diminifhing,  greatly  increafes  the  anguiflj 
and  diftrefs  of  the  pious  heart.  For  there  is  no- 
thing more  painful  to  good  men,  than  a  realizing 
fenfe  of  the  frowns  of  God,  whom  they  iincerely 
and  fupremely  loye.  But  the  fame  fupreme  affec- 
tion, which  excites  their  keeneft  fenfibility,  no 
lefs  excites  their  moft  cheerful  fubmiffion,  under 
the  marks  of  the  divine  difpleafure.  And  hence 
they  enjoy  the  pleafure  of  fubmiffion,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  pain. of  fuffering. 

2.  If  a  confideratiqn  of  bereavements  coming 
from  God,  be  the  proper  ground  of  true  fubmif- 
fion; then  thofe  who  are  bereaved  can  never  ex- 
crcife  true  fubmiffion,  froni  any  other  conlidera- 
tion.  Many,  who  are  utterly  deftjtute  of  the  love 
.  of  God,  manifeft  §reat  compofure  of  mind  under  his 
bereaving  hand,  which  they  and  others  are  apt  to 
imagine  is  genuine  fubmiffion.  But  fuch  appa- 
rent fubmiffion  is  either  real  ftupidity,  or  fome- 
thing  worfe.  It  commonly  firifes  from  a  total  dif- 
regard  to  God,  by  whom  they  are  afflifted.  Man 
is  born  like  the  wild  afs's  colt.  Stupidity  is  the 
natural  effe6l  of  moral  depravity.  So  long  as  this 
reigns  in  the  heart,  men  are  prone  to  overlook 
the  heart  and  hand  of  God,  in  all  his  affliclive,  as 
well  as  merciful  difpenfations.     Hence  the  Pfalm- 
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ift  fays  of  the  finner,  "  God's  judgments  are  far 
above  out  of  his  fight."  Thofe,  who  are  blind  to 
the  divine  agency  in  bereavements,  derive  all  their 
calmnefs,  eafe,  and  ferenity,  from  felf-dependence 
and  felf  fufficiency.  They  determine  to  fupport 
themfelves  as  well  as  they  can  under  the  evils 
they  fufFer^  becaufe  they  imagine  they  could  not 
be  avoided,  or  becaufe  they  imagine  they  cannot 
be  removed.  But  fuch  views  and  feelings  mull 
be  baniflied  from  the  minds  of  the  bereaved,  be- 
fore they  can  exercife  any  true  fubmiffion.  For 
this  effentially  confifts  in  bowing  their  wills  to  the 
will  of  God.  Such  was  the  nature  of  Ch rift's  fub- 
miffion. When  it  pleafed  the  Father  to  afHift  him, 
he  faid  from  the  heart,  "  Father,  not  my  will,  but 
thine  be  done."  The  bereaved  are  greatly  de- 
luded, if  they  imagine  they  feel  truly  fubmiffive, 
while  they  hear  not  the  rod,  nor  him  who  hath  ap- 
pointed it.  They  have  one  ground,  and  but  one 
ground  of  fubmiffion,  and  that  is  a  confideration 
of  their  bereavements  coming  from  God.    Hence, 

3.  The  ground  of  their  fubmiffion  is  the  only 
fource  of  true  confolation.  If  their  bereavements 
came  from  the  duft,  or  fprang  from  the  ground, 
where  would  they  find  the  leaft  fource  of  real  fat- 
isfa6lion  ?  But  that  which  is  the  ground  of  their 
fubmiffioPj  is  no  lefs  the  ground  of  their  com- 
fort; 
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fort.  While  they  realize  the  hand  of  God  in  theif 
affliftions,  and  cordially  fubmit  to  his  holy  and 
fovereign  will,  they  cannot  fail  of  finding  fweet 
and  folid  confolation.  They  liiuft  enjoy  that 
peace  of  God,  which  paiTeth  all  underftanding. 
The  duty  and  happinefs  of  the  afflifted  are  inti- 
mately, naturally,  and  almoft  neceffarily  con- 
nefted.  Nothing  can  put  them  into  the  more  full 
enjoyment  of  God,  than  a  cheerful  and  uncondi- 
tional fubmiffion  to  his  juft,  and  wife,  and  benev- 
olent difpenfations.  David  appeared  to  be  hap- 
py, when  he  faid,  "  I  was  dumb,  I  opened  not 
my  mouth ;  becaufe  thou  didft  it."  Job  appear- 
ed to  be  happy,  when  he  faid,  "  The  Lord  gavcj 
and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away;  bleffed  be  the 
name  of  the  Lord."  The  primitive  chriftians  ap- 
peared to  be  happy  when  they  faid,  "  As  dying,- 
behold,  we  live;  as  forrowful,  yet  always  rejoicing; 
as  poor,  yet  making  many  rich;  as  having  noth- 
ing, and  yet  pofleffing  all  things."  While  pious 
mourners  are  deeply  impreifed  with  a  fenfe  of 
their  bereavements  coming  from  God,  and  while 
they  mufe  in  fjent  and  cordial  fubmiffion  to  his 
fatherly  chaftifements,  they  have  a  feafon  of  pe- 
culiar enjoyment.  God  appears  in  all  his  glory; 
and  they  fee  his  juftice,  his  goodnefs,  his  faithful- 
nefs,  and  his  amiable  and  awful  fovereignty,  in  a 
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clear  and  ftriking  light.  Hence  it  often  comes 
to  pafsj  that  the  true  friends  of  God  never  enjoy 
him  more  fully  and  fenfibly,  than  while  he  is  vifit- 
ing  them  with  the  foreft  bereavements.  The  du- 
ty, which  God  requires  of  the  bereaved,  is  both 
plain  and  pleafant.  It  is  to  be  ftill,  and  know 
that  he  is  God.  It  is  to  exalt  him  on  the  throne^ 
and  take  their  own  place  at  his  fdotftool.  It  is  to 
truft  in  the  Lord,  and  flay  themfelves  upon  their 
God. 

Here,  then,  my  bereaved  and  much  refpe£led 
Brother  will  permit  me  to  point  him  to  the  only 
fource  of  comfort,  in  his  prefent  affli^led  and  try- 
ing fituation. 

Dear  Sir, 
You  have  for  days  been  eating  the  bread  of 
mourners,  and  lamenting  a  bereavement,  which 
you  had  long  and  painfully  anticipated.  The 
Lord  has  finally  eome,  and  taken  away  the  wife  of 
your  youth.  Hereby  he  has  made  your  houfe 
defolate,  and  caufed  you  to  figh  in  filence  over 
the  remains  of  her,  who  fuftained  the  amiable 
charafter  of  the  virtuous  woman.  She  accompa- 
nied you  a  great  way  in  the  journey  of  life.  With 
you  fhe  joined,  morning  and  evening,  in  addref- 
fing  the  throne  of  divine  grace.  Together  with 
you  fhe  walked  to  the  houfe  of  God,  from  fabbath 
C  to 


to  fabbath,  and  there,  from  time  to  time,  united 
with  yoa  and  your  chriftian  friends,  in  celebrat- 
ing the  aftonifhing  love  of  the  divine  Redeemer. 
She  long  labored  with  you,  in  rearing  up  a  large, 
amiable,  and  promifing  family.  For  your  fake, 
fhe  looked  well  to  her  houfehold,  ordered  her  do- 
meftic  concerns  with  prudence  and  economy,  and 
exhaufted  her  ftrength  by  perpetual  induftry. 
With  you  {he  rejoiced  under  the  fmiles  of  Heav- 
en, and  with  you  ihe  mourned  in  the  days  of  af- 
flitlion.  In  a  word,  fhe  made  it  her  ftudy,  to 
lighten  your  cares,  to  alleviate  your  burdens,  and 
to  promote  your  comfort  and  ufefulnefs,  in  the 
important  fphere  in  which  you  have  been  called  to 
a6l.  Bat  the  Sovereign  Difpofer  of  all  events  has 
been  pleafed,  for  wife  and  holy  reafons,  firft  to  put 
a  period  to  her  health,  and  at  laft  to  her  life.  He 
now  requires  you  "to  be  dumb,  and  not  open 
your  mouth,  hecaufe  he  has  done  it.'"  This  is  that 
dutiful,  decent,  and  chriftian  condud,  which  high- 
ly becomes  you  as  a  man,  as  a  chriftian,  and  ef- 
pecially  as  an  aged  and  experienced  minifter  of 
Chrift.  You  have  long  been  preaching  fubmif- 
fion  to  others ;  but  you  are  now  called  to  feel 
and  exprefs  it  yourfelf.  You  have  often  direfted 
mourners  to  caft  their  cares  and  burdens  upon  the 
Lord  ;  but  you  are  now  called  to  follow  your  own 
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4ire£lionS}  and  carry  your  own  forrows  to  the  God 
of  all  grace  and  confolation.  He  allows  you  to 
weep,  but  not  to  repine.  To  rnurmur  and  com- 
plain will  only  increafe  your  darknefs  and  diftrefs  j 
but  to  be  filent  and  fubmit  will  afford  you  the 
higheft  enjoyment.  God  will  certainly  comfort 
you  if  you  refufe  not  to  be  comforted.  Draw 
near  to  him,  and  he  will  draw  near  to  you.  Only 
turn  at  his  reproof,  converfe  with  him  in  his  prov- 
ijdence,  rely  on  his  faithfulnefs,  and  take  him  for 
your  portion,  and  you  will  at  once  glorify  his 
name,  do  honor  to  his  caufe,  and  promote  your 
higheft  happinefs  both  in  this  life  and  in  that  which 
Is  to  come. 

The  bereaved  Children  will  pleafe  to  confider, 
that  it  is  their  duty  to  regard  the  hand  of  God  in 
their  pirefent  affliftion.  The  Lord  has  taken  away 
your  faithful  and  affeBionate  Mother,  who  once 
carried  you  in  her  arms,  who  long  bore  you  up- 
on her  heart,  and  who  always  exprefled  the  ten- 
dereft  concern  for  your  prefent  and  future  good. 
You  have  abundant  reafon  to  remember,  with 
gratitude,  "  the  years  of  the  right  hand  of  the 
Moft  High;"  and,  with  filence,  fubmit  to  his  holy 
and  righteous  providence.  Your  dear,  departed 
Mother  will  never  return  to  you,  but  you  muft 
each  of  you  in  your  turn  go  to  her.      Henceforth 
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when  you  think  of  her,  you  muft  think  of  eterni^ 
ty,  where  (lie  is  gone,  and  whither  you  are  con- 
ftantly  going.  Her  death  fpeaks  louder  than 
words,  and  bids  you  to  be  wife,  to  underftand 
this;  to  cpnfider  your  latter  end.  Let  not  ftupid- 
ity  flop  your  ears,  nor  natural  affeftions  harden 
your  hearts.  Humbly  look  up  to  the  Father  of 
your  fpirits  by  whom  you  are  chaftened,  and  learn 
obedience  and  fubmiffion,  by  the  things  which  you 
fuffer.  In  this  way,  you  may  be  affured,  your 
light  affliBion,  which  is  but  for  a  moment,  will 
work  for  you  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal 
weight  of  glory. 

The  Church  and  Congregation,  in  this  placcj 
muft  feel  themfelves  deeply  affefted,  by  this  in- 
ilance  of  mortality.  Mrs.  Sanford,  ever  fince  her 
lot  was  caft  among  you,  very  juftly  merited  your 
fincere  afFeQion  and  efteem,  by  her  prudent, 
peaceable,  friendly  conduct.  She  ever  appear- 
ed to  feek  your  real  profperity,  and  fpared  no  la- 
bor nor  pains,  in  her  fubordinate  fphere,  to  pro- 
mote your  higheft  interefts.  Some  years  ago, 
God  was  pleafed  to  pour  out  his  fpirit  in  plentiful 
meafures,  and  revive  his  lang'uifiiing  caufe  among 
you.  At  that  peculiar  feafon,  he  put  it  into  the 
power  and  into  the  heart  of  the  Perfon  you  la- 
iBent,  to  perform  thofe  acls  of  kindnefs  to  you, 

and 


21 

and  to  others  laboring  for  your  good,  which  nei- 
ther youj  nor  they,  can  ever  forget.  As  a  peo- 
ple, you  have  fuftained  a  heavy  lofs,  which  calls 
you  to  mourn  for  yourfelves,  and  filently  fubmit 
to  the  bereaving  hand  of  providence.  Nor  is 
this  all.  There  is  another  peculiar,  important, 
chriftian  duty  devolved  upon  you  ;  I  mean  the 
too  much  forgotten  and  too  much  neglefted  du- 
ty, "  of  weeping  with  them  that  weep,  and  mourn- 
ing with  them  that  mourn."  The  prefent  liuation 
of  your  bereaved  Paftor  calls  for  your  friendly 
and  fympathetic  attentions.  How  often  has  he 
mourned  and  wept  with  you  ?  How  often  has  his 
prefence  and  friendly  difcourfe  poured  the  balm 
of  confolation  into  your  wounded  hearts  ?  Can 
you,  then,  forget  or  forfake  him,  while  he  fits  fol- 
itary  in  his  lonely  dwelling  ?  Now  is yoicr  time  to 
give,  and  his  to  receive,  the  peculiar  token  of  love 
and  refpeft.  If  you  feel  for  him,  you  will  feel 
for  yourfelves.  If  you  pray  for  him,  you  will 
pray  for  yourfelves.  And  whatever  you  do  to 
comfort  and  relieve  a  member  and  Minifter  of 
Chrift,  he  will  finally  acknowledge  and  reward,  as 
done  to  himfelf. 

Finally^  be  entreated  to  remember,  that  your 
days  are  numbered,  and  will  Ihortly  be  finilhed. 
The  day  of  death  cannot  be  far  diftant  from  any, 
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and  may  be  much  neare  r  to  fome,  than  either  they, 
or  others,  imagine.  It  highly  concerns  you  all, 
to  ftand  in  the  pofture  of  fervants,  waiting  for  the 
coming  of  their  lord.  You  know  not  how  foon 
you  may  be  called  to  follow  her  into  eternity, 
whofe  remains  you  this  day  follovr  to  the  tomb. 
Here,  you  have  often  been  admoniflied,  by  the 
voice  of  man,  to  prepare  for  a  dying  hour ;  but  it 
is  the  voice  of  God,  which  now  fpeaks  in  his  houfe, 
and  bids  you  to  be  ready  alfo.  And  if  you  will 
hear  his  voice,  harden  not  your  hearts,  but  fet 
your  fouls  in  order;  that  you  may  meet  not  only 
(death,  but  your  final  Judge,  in  peace. 


AMEN. 


